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thrown on this question by just inference from
the facts of modern science. The two sources
of conjecture answer to the two words in
this first verse, " the heavens and the earth/'
They must be either fossil geology, or stellar
astronomy.

The first kind of evidence for past ages of
time, before human testimony, is drawn from
the strata and fossil remains of geology. These
bear the marks of having once belonged to
living creatures, and many or most of them to
species which are no longer known to exist.

It will be plain, on reflection, that the evi-
dence for long past ages, thus obtained, does
not belong to the strict demonstrations of physi-
cal science, but is a presumption of Natural
Theology alone. Once admit that there is a be-
ginning, and a creation, and that the Creator is
Almighty, and there is no past stage of tho
earth or the heavens, revealed by probable
scientific inference, at which it does not soem
possible, in the abstract, that Almighty Power
mignt have called it into being. One form and
arrangement of this vast, complex, mighty
whole, would have been within the scope of
Divine Omnipotence to ordain in the hour of
creation, as well as another.

But when we turn from the attribute of